HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 3™ September 2024 at 19.00
at Houghton Village Hall

Present: Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), L Adams (Vice Chairman), A Dougall,
P Chant, P Wilson, J Coombes (arrived at 19.54)
Borough ClIr A Johnston (arrived 19.20) County Clir Drew (Arrived 19.32)

Members of the Public: 4
Minutes: Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk)

The meeting started at 19.00

Item Minute

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation
Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.
Cllr Young updated about concerns with traffic and asbestos removal at the
development site in Stevens Drove. It was noted that contractors will be paying to
park in village hall car park and work to remove asbestos has started.

2. Apologies for Absence
Clirs Coombes, Johnston and Drew advised they may be arriving late.

3. Declarations of Interest
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda — None.

4, To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meetings held on:
a) 9% July 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.
b) 12t August 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Young.

5. Borough and County Councillor Reports (reports were provided later in the
meeting - see below)

6. Planning
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications:

a) 24/01842/FULLS - Erection of replacement roof and alter fenestration of single
storey extension, formation of 7 dormer windows - Eveley Farm, Stevens Drove,
Houghton - No objection - Proposed Cllr Dougall, seconded Clir Wilson

b) 24/01902/FULLS - Installation of roof light — Mayfield House, Houghton - No
objection - Proposed ClIr Dougall, seconded Clir Adams.

c) Any other planning applications recently received: 24/02005/FULLN - Demolition of
pole barn and construction of 2 No garden stores and removal of pine tree -
Testwood House, Horsebridge Road, Houghton - No objection - Proposed ClIr
Adams, seconded ClIr Chant.

7. Finance
a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the period 15t July to 31st
August 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.
b) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved - Proposed Clir
Adamas, seconded Clir Chant.

Payee Amount Payee Amount
Payroll/HMRC (Jul/Aug) £1,330.80 Clerks/Office expenses £99.52

Closing bank balance as at 315t August 2024 - £61,933.78

8. Updates

a) To receive an update on CCTV system - Update received (see appendix).

b) To receive an update on Flooding/Hampshire County Council (HCC) - Clir Young
reported his contact at HCC said the drainage system had been jet washed and
roots cut out. They would be coming back to finish at later date. (see County Clir
report below).

c) To receive an update on River Pollution/Pan Parish Group - The next meeting to be
held next Tuesday 10t September. The monitor in the river is working well.
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d) To receive an update on Community Resilience Plan - Clir Dougall has put notice in
the Village News, two emails have been received from volunteers, next step is to
allocate roles. It was noted that storage space would not be available at the hall
until after the refurbishment was completed.

Item 5 - To receive Borough and County Clir reports.
http://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-13622/borough-
-county-reports/

Borough ClIr Johnston reported:

e Mid Test Matters has been circulated (published on PC website).

e There are proposed changes for new housing targets increasing the current
existing 524 to nearly 1000 in Southern Test Valley. Cllr Johnston noted that
fortunately the NDP for Houghton offers a level of protection.

e ClIr Johnston is involved with the climate change action plan.

Clir Adams asked that the defibrillator at the hall be added to the list in Mid Test
Matters.

County Clir Drew reported:
August & September reports have been circulated (published on PC website).
Including:
e HCC Children’s services
e HCC figures show 37% increase in road repairs — Clirs commented on road
edges and potholes - Clir Drew advised to keep reporting potholes.

e ClIr Drew advised he had been in contact with Jonathan Bambridge re the
flooding/drain clearance in Houghton. It was confirmed that the drainage
system has only been partially completed with no clear indication of when the
works would resume to finish the job. Clir Drew said he will continue to push
HCC for better communication with residents/Parish Council around the
scheduled works and timeline for completion.

Clir Drew will forward an article from Clir Nick Adams-King regarding the increased
housing targets. (published on the PC Website, link above.)

9. Co-option of Parish Councillor
To consider applications for co-option — Mr John Broomfield had applied but was unable
to attend the meeting. Clirs resolved to co-opt Mr Broomfield in his absence and
agreed he could sign his declaration at a later date - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded
Clir Adams.

10. To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for discussion regarding
commercial sensitivity - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir
Adams.

Play Area Regeneration Project

To review tender submissions received and approve a contractor - Amended tender
submissions were received from two contractors. After discussion ClIrs resolved to
award the contract to Kompan Ltd at a cost of £122,311.64 +VAT. It was noted that
funding applications now need to be applied for before the project can proceed and
Kompan Ltd have been made aware of this.

11. Next Meeting
Full Council Meeting - Tuesday 5 November 2024 at 19.00 at Houghton Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 20.30

These minutes were approved and signed at the meeting held on 5t" November 2024
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Appendix
CCTV Update September 2024

Firstly, all 3 cameras are continuing to provide good images of movements in and

out of the village. There has been numerous occasions to access the images, both as a result of
local reporting, and also requests from the Police following crimes elsewhere. A few minor
problems encountered with power loss on one of the cameras. Passwords for access to the
cameras are changed regularly and good service continues to be provided by Absolute Security.

There has been another generous donation from Houghton Fishing Club in order to ensure a
further 3 years of maintenance and ad hoc costs during 2024/25.

The respective WhatsApp groups established to support the community CCTV
scheme is helping with early information flow regarding suspect persons, vehicles
and coordination - continues to work well.

The disturbing incidents of dead animals spread over prominent and well known rural locations
seems to have receded - a person has been charged with the Broughton incident and a court result
is awaited. The Houghton team were involved in meetings relating to these incidents and working
with the Police in an effort to bring the criminals to justice. Houghton is bearing up well at the
moment given the crimes being reported in nearby areas. There has been two recent enquires
from nearby villages and interest in how our CCTV operates - perhaps with a view the installing
similar schemes themselves.

A comparison of crimes - 2023/24 will be carried out at the end of the year.
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