Present:

HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 5" November 2024 at 19.00
at Houghton Village Hall

Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), L Adams (Vice Chairman), A Dougall,
P Chant, J Broomfield.
Borough Clir A Johnston, County Clir D Drew.

Members of the Public: 5
Minutes: Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk)

The meeting started at 19.00

Item Minute

1.

Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation
Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. The Chairman welcomed ClIr Broomfield to the
Council.

Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Parish Clirs Wilson and Coombes.

Declarations of Interest
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda — None.

To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on:
a) 3" September 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Adams.

Borough and County Councillor Reports
To receive Borough and County ClIr reports.

Clir Johnston had circulated Mid Test Matters. Also reporting:

e The new local plan proposes more than double the number of houses required
in Test Valley, Clir Johnston will provide any updates on the local plan to the
council.

e There are monies available in grants from TVBC.

Clir Chant asked if a grant towards another speed indication device was possible, it
was suggested to add this to the next agenda.

Clir Drew had circulated his update including:

e Cabinet decides on County Council services for the future.

e Holiday activities and food programme is back for Christmas - festive fun and
support for families in need.

e National Care leavers week.

e Local walking and cycling plans for Northern Test Valley area.

e Residents are asked to identify locations where physical barriers make it
challenging for walking/cycling.

e Grants available for local organisations to help Hampshire go smoke free by
2030.

Both Borough and County ClIr updates have been published on the PC website:
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-
13622/borough--county-reports/

Planning
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications:

a) 24/02215/TPOS - T1 - Ash - Crown lift to 5m, T2 - Ash - Reduce lowest limb on
tree growing from next door to car port, T3-5 - Ash - Dismantle by section to
ground level - Hollobury House, Houghton - Houghton Parish Council Resolved
that there was no objection to T1 & T2 but do Object to T3-T5 on the basis that
ash dieback has not yet been confirmed. In the event that dieback is confirmed,
supported by a full report from an arboriculturist, then the trees should be
replaced by deciduous trees - Proposed Clir Adams, seconded ClIr Dougall.

b) 24/02413/TREES - T1 - Field Maple - Crown lift by 2m - The Retreat, Houghton -
Resolved to support - Proposed ClIr Dougall, seconded Clir Adams.

Cc) 24/02336/FULLS - Single storey side extension to create new entrance, single
storey front and rear extension with some internal remodelling - Houghton Village
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Hall, Stevens Drove, Houghton — Resolved to support - Proposed ClIr Dougall,
seconded ClIr Chant.

d) 24/02028/FULLS - Replace oil tank and hardstanding with smaller bunded tank and
hardstanding — Cherry Tree Cottage, Houghton — Resolved - No objection -
Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

e) Any other planning applications recently received - None.

Finance

a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the period 1t September to
31t October 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Cllr Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.

b) To consider grass cutting quotation for 2025 - £1,000.00 - Resolved to accept -
Proposed Cllr Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.

c) To consider a PO Box for the Council address — annual cost £353.40 - Resolved to
obtain a PO Box for the Council address - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir
Broomfield.

d) To consider a Corporate Multipay Card (charge card) with Unity Trust Bank -
Resolved to approve application for Corporate Multipay Card with Unity with limit
up to £500.00 - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Adams.

e) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved - Proposed Clir
Broomfield, seconded ClIr Dougall.

Payee Amount Payee Amount
Payroll/HMRC (Nov) £637.20 D Robins Hall hedge cut £50.00
Clerks/Office expenses £67.84 D Robins Grass cutting 2024 £992.00
ICO annual fee (DD) £35.00 SLCC Subscription 2025 £150.00
HCC Street Lighting (Apr-Sep) £32.61 CPRE Annual subscription £36.00
Danebury School PTA grant £60.00

Closing bank balance as at 315t October 2024 - £70,315.65

Updates and review

a) To receive an update on the Play Area Refurbishment Project — deferred.

b) To receive an update on Flooding/HCC - Recently the road was closed for 3 days
without prior notice. It is not clear whether the drainage work has been completed.
Clir Drew was requested to check with HCC if the work has been completed.

c) To receive an update on River Pollution/Pan Parish Group - Minutes of the last
meeting have been circulated. There is lots of progress, the monitor is working
well. Representatives from Southern Water and the Environment Agency will
attend the January meeting of the group.

d) To receive an update on Community Resilience Plan - Cllr Dougall provided a brief
update, the plan is nearly complete. The plea for volunteers in the village news has
resulted in 9 people responding. Clir Dougall suggested a working group is set up
to progress and finalise the plan. Cllrs Dougall and Young attended an interesting
resilience forum and there are grants available. Agreed that Clir Chant will
approach Clir Wilson to set up the working group.

e) To review/amend members of the CCTV Working Group — Agreed Clirs Chant,
Broomfield and Terry Heffernan to be members of the working group.

To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for discussion regarding
staff matters - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Cllr Adams.

The Clerk’s salary and hours were reviewed and Clirs resolved to increase the hourly
rate of salary with effect from 1t April 2025, no changes were made to the contracted
hours. Clirs agreed to fund the SLCC annual subscription - Proposed Cllr Adams,
seconded ClIr Dougall.

Next Meeting

Budget Discussion —Agreed that initial budget discussions would take place by email.

Full Council Meeting - Tuesday 7% January 2025 at 19.00 at Houghton Village Hall.
Meeting closed at 20.40

These minutes were approved at the meeting held on 28% January 2025
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