Present:

HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 9" July 2024 at 19.00

at Houghton Village Hall

Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), L Adams (Vice Chairman), J Coombes,
A Dougall, P Chant.
Borough ClIr A Johnston

Members of the Public: 4
Minutes: Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk)

The meeting started at 19.05

Item Minute

Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation

Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.

Lynda Middleton has resigned, the Chairman gave thanks on behalf of the Parish
Council for all her efforts as a Parish Councillor, she will be very missed.

Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from County ClIr Drew.

Declarations of Interest
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda — None.

Annual Declaration of Interest Forms
Clir to confirm if they have any amendments to their Declaration of Interest forms. All
Clirs confirmed they had no amendments to make to their Declaration of Interest
forms.

To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on:
7th May 2024 - Annual Council Meeting - Resolved - Proposed ClIr Dougall, seconded
Cllr Adams.

Borough and County Councillor Reports

To receive Borough and County CllIr reports.

County Clir Drew sent an update which has been published on the Parish Council
website:
https://www.houghtonparishcouncil.org/community/houghton-parish-council-
13622/borough--county-reports/

Borough ClIr Johnston reported:

e Had tried to reduce Martins construction traffic without success
(24/01219/CLES).

e Thanked Lynda Middleton for her time as a parish councillor, particularly for
being proactive with the Pan Parish forum.

e An appeal has been lodged for 23/03268/0UTS - Houghton House - any
additional comments can be submitted.

e There is an exhibition being held at Romsey Abbey for a local camera club.

Planning
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications:

a) 24/01219/CLES - Certificate of lawful existing use for the formation of vehicular

access and visibility splays in accordance with Planning Permission 22/02266/VARS
- Martins, Horsebridge Road, Houghton - Resolved No Comment - Proposed Clir

Adams, seconded ClIr Dougall.

b) 24/01252/TREES - T1, T2 - Ash - Reduce to no less than 5m from ground level, T3

- Maple - Reduce by up to 3m from top height, T4 - Beech - reduce by up to 3m
from extremities, T5 - Ash - Reduce to a frame 5m from ground level, T6 Lime -
raise crown by up to 4.5m T7 - Ash - Remove lowest limb - Honeysuckle Cottage,
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Faithfuls Drove, Houghton - Resolved to Support - Proposed Clir Chant,
seconded ClIr Coombes.

c) 24/01301/CLPS - Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for erection of a
garden office — Drayton Corner, Houghton - Resolved No Objection - Proposed
Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Coombes.

d) 24/01451/FULL - Retention of stables - Home Spring, Houghton Road, North
Houghton - Houghton Parish Council (HPC) Resolved to Object to this application
on the following grounds:

e This application would appear in essence to be an application for
retrospective planning permission for stables that were never the subject
of a planning application. The Planning Statement submitted by Bluestone
Planning in support of the application states in paragraph 1.2 (page 4) that
‘the stables have been in situ for three years, since July 2021’. It sets out
the planning history of the site (paras 3.1, page 5-6). The stated planning
history shows that permission was granted in 2017 (subject to conditions)
for the installation of a 20m x 30m riding surface for private equestrian
use, but there is no mention of any stables. The subsequent planning
history refers only to the construction of an agricultural storage building,
which is a separate building. The application appears to be misleading. HPC
would object to the construction of, and therefore the retention of, the
stables. There is a history on the site of buildings being erected without the
appropriate planning permission and this seems to be yet another
example.

e The application also implies a change of use and yet it is not applying for
change of use. Para 3.1 (on page 5) refers to permission for a riding
surface ‘for private equestrian use’, and yet the Planning Statement refers
to business use in relation to the stables - see para 2.3 (page 5) and para
6.5 (page 9). The applicant is not applying for change of use when HPC
believes that it should be doing so.

e Finally, para 2.4 of the Planning Statement asserts that the site is at very
low risk of flooding, but HPC understands that the land has been severely
affected by prolonged heavy rainfall and is concerned that the site is not
suitable for stables.

Proposed ClIr Chant, seconded Cllr Coombes.

e) Any other planning applications recently received:
24/01568/TREES - (T1) Cherry Plum - Pollard stems by up to 4m (T2) Robinia -
Remove major deadwood (T3) Cherry Plum - Fell to ground level - The Old
Rectory, Church Lane, Houghton — Resolved No Objection - Proposed Clir
Dougall, seconded Clir Adams.

Finance

a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the period 15t May to 30th
June 2024 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.

b) To approve domain name change to a .gov.uk for website and email - Resolved -
Proposed Clir Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.

c) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved - Proposed Clir
Adams, seconded Clir Dougall.
Payee Amount Payee Amount
Payroll/HMRC (Jun/Jul) £1,330.80 Clerks/Office expenses £109.36
Watr water monitoring equipment £2,949.00
Closing bank balance as at 30t June 2024 - £64,346.72

Training

To consider Clerk/RFO training — Principles of Internal Auditing course - £120.00 +
VAT - Resolved - Proposed Clir Adams, seconded ClIr Dougall.
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10. Updates
a) To receive an update on Flooding/HCC - Inspectors have been out and Jonathan
Bambridge has been contacted and said there will be a CCTV full inspection carried
out. Resident asked David Drew to help in May, and sent letter of complaint, HCC
responded in June to say works are in the pipeline. Action: Clir Young to contact
HCC to confirm the timeline of works.

b) To receive an update on River Pollution/Pan Parish Group — Minutes from the
meeting on 25t June are published on Pan Parish Forum website:
https://www.hugofox.com/community/pan-parish-river-pollution-forum-
20614/home/

e There has been useful dialogue with Southern Water.

e The water monitoring equipment is now in situ and working.

e In talks with CEO of Southern Water about funding other monitors in the
Test area.

e Water company permits do allow discharge of untreated water at any time.

c) To receive an update on the Play Area Project — The tender has been advertised on
Contracts Finder website and the PC website and response has been busy - 30+
companies — some site visits have taken place. Closing date for the tender
submission is 23 July 2024. Once closed a shortlist of tenders will be presented to
Clirs at an extraordinary meeting.

11. Community Resilience Plan
To review a draft plan - Cllr Dougall presented an incomplete draft which covers
flooding loss of power etc, it was agreed that further work was needed and extra help
required from the community. Clir Dougall agreed to draft a notice to be published in
the parish magazine. Item to be included on the next agenda.

12. Policies/Asset Register
To be reviewed, amended, if required and adopted:
Updated Financial Regulations and updated Register of Assets - Resolved to adopt the
updated Financial Regulations and Register of Assets — Proposed Clir Adams, seconded
Clir Dougall.

13. Co-option of Parish Councillor
To consider applications for co-option — 2 applications were received from Mr John
Broomfield and Mr Philip Wilson.
Clir Dougall proposed Mr John Broomfield, seconded by Cllr Adams, 2 voted for, 3
voted against.
Clir Chant proposed Mr Philip Wilson, seconded by Clir Coombes, 3 voted for, 2 voted
against.
It was Resolved to co-opt Mr Philip Wilson as a Parish Clir, Mr Wilson signed the
Declaration of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Proper Officer.
It was noted that another casual vacancy has arisen due to resignation, the statutory
vacancy notice has been posted and Council await TVBC confirmation that co-option
can be allowed after 22" July.

14. Next Meeting
Full Council Meeting — Tuesday 3™ September 2024 at 19.00 at Houghton Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 20.04

These minutes were approved and signed at the meeting held on 3! September 2024
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