Present:

HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 15t July 2025 at 19.00

at Houghton Village Hall

Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), A Dougall (Vice Chairman), P Chant,
J Broomfield, K Ellwood.
County Clir D Drew, Borough Clir A Johnston.

Members of the Public: 10
Minutes: Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk/RFO)

The meeting started at 19.00

Item Minute

1.

Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence - Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Coombes.

Declarations of Interest
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda - Clir Broomfield
declared an interest in Item 6d)

To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 20" May 2025
Resolved - Proposed ClIr Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

Borough and County Councillor Reports
To receive Borough and County CliIr reports.
Clir Johnston’s report was circulated and included:
e The Test Valley Local Plan has been approved for consultation, running from
Friday 27t June to Friday 5t September 2025.
e Government reorganisation survey is available until midnight on 27t July 2025
- https://ourplaceourfuture.commonplace.is/
Public exhibitions for both of the above are being held at:
Stockbridge Town Hall on 16t July 2025 at 15.30 to 18.30
Broughton Village Hall on 315t July 2025 at 16.00 to 18.00.
e Neighbourhood Planning support and funding has been removed with
immediate effect.
e Food waste collections are to start from October.

Clir Drew’s report was circulated and included:

e HCC Activities and Food (HAF) programme is back for summer holidays.
HCC to confirm the appointment of next Chief Executive on 17 July 2025.
HCC announces £12.5 million support package for vulnerable households.
Food waste collections start 13t October.

HCC consider ‘lane rental’ proposals to minimise roadworks disruption.

Borough and County Clir reports are published and available to view on the website:
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-
13622/borough--county-reports/

Planning

i) To discuss draft local plan and proposed housing development next to
Danebury School - It was noted that 100 houses are proposed on land next to
Danebury School under the draft Test Valley local plan, land identified under
the SHELAA process. This development proposal contravenes TVBC Planning
laws T2, E5, E6, E7, E8, E9 and Houghton NDP HTN3. Clirs agreed that a
response to the consultation will be drafted and submitted by the Parish
Council before the end of the consultation on 5% September.

After lengthy discussion, during which residents gave their input, Clirs agreed
that Clirs Dougall and Ellwood will approach Longstock and Stockbridge Parish
Councils as soon as possible about forming a pan parish group to oppose the
development proposal.
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i) To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning
applications:

a) 25/01158/FULLS - Construction of vehicular access and parking space - 13
Stevens Drove, Houghton - Resolved No Objection - Proposed Clir
Dougall, seconded Clir Ellwood.

b) 25/01193/FULLS - Conversion and alteration of outbuilding to form
ancillary annexe - 19 Houghton Corner, Horsebridge Road, Houghton -
Resolved No Objection - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Chant.

c) 25/01305/TREES - T1 - Bay - Re-coppice to last coppicing points, T2 - Yew
- Branches over-hanging boundary wall - prune back to the boundary line,
up to a maximum height of 4 metres from ground level, T3 - Yew - Reduce
length of low hanging branch by 1.5 metres, T4 - Yew hedge - Reduce
height to just above fence height, T5 and T6 Yew - Fell - All Saints
Church, Church Lane, Houghton - Resolved No Objection — Proposed
Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

d) 25/01352/FULLS & 25/01353/LBWS - Re-roof and insulate loft — Houghton
Farm House, Houghton - Resolved No Objection - Proposed Clir
Dougall, seconded ClIr Chant - Cllr Broomfield answered a question
relating to the application but took no part in the decision of this item.

e) 25/01377/FULLS - Roof extension and conversion to 2 no. Bedrooms and
rationalisation of the roofs and porch - St Athens, Chapel Close, Houghton
- Resolved to Support - Proposed ClIr Broomfield, seconded Clir Chant.

f) Any other planning applications recently received - None.

7. Finance
a) To propose acceptance of the financial statement for the periods 15t to 315t May
and 1st to 30t June 2025 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir
Chant.
b) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved - Proposed Clir
Dougall, seconded ClIr Broomfield.

Payee Amount Payee Amount
Payroll/HMRC £874.05 Clerks/Office expenses £83.68
Defibrillator batteries £286.20

Closing bank balance as at 30th June 2025 - £73,027.42

8. Updates

a) To receive an update on Flooding/HCC - ClIr Young confirmed he will be emailing
Jonathan Bambridge and copying in David Drew.

b) To receive an update on the Play Area refurbishment - Update received from Clir
Coombes - New funding has very kindly been received via the Houghton Trail
organisation. Still awaiting confirmation of decisions from Community Asset Fund,
Councillor Community Grant scheme and Community Planning Grant - very regular
chasing being undertaken.

c) To receive an update on Pan Parish Group — The water monitor should be serviced
shortly. There is an Environment Agency (EA) in the same area. The site visits are
completed for the 15 monitors to be funded by Southern Water (SW), it is hoped
they will be in place by the end of the year. Clir Dougall will contact SW and EA
about the impact of the proposed 100 houses.

9. Councillor Co-option
To review and approve co-option of candidate to fill a vacancy - Clirs resolved to co-
opt Philip Page to fill a vacancy - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded ClIr Broomfield.
Philip Page signed his declaration of acceptance of office.

10. Next Meeting
Full Council Meeting - Tuesday 9t September 2025 at 19.00

Meeting closed at 20.19

These minutes were approved and signed at the meeting held on Tuesday 9" September 2025
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