
HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 19.00 

at All Saints Church, Houghton 
 

5/2026-27 
 

Present:  Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), A Dougall (Vice Chairman), P Chant,  
K Ellwood, J Broomfield, J Coombes, P Page. 
 
 

Members of the Public: 5 
Minutes:  Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk/RFO) 
 

The meeting started at 19.00 

Item Minute           

 
1. Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation  

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and asked if there were any comments or 
questions from members of the public present. One resident enquired about overgrown 
byways, Cllr Young agreed to speak to landowners. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received from Borough Cllr Johnston. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda – None. 

4. To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 5th May 2026 – 
Annual Council Meeting - Resolved – Proposed Cllr Dougall, seconded Cllr Ellwood. 

 

5. Update on Governance below Unitary Level 
A resident provided an update on devolution and the local government reorganisation 
and the setting up of unitary authorities. Shadow councils will be elected in May 2027, 
and unitary authorities in 2028. Information was shared about other authorities around 
the UK and some town and parish councils forming clusters to work together. 
Cllr Young reminded Cllrs that the Test Valley Association of Parish and Town Councils 
are holding a session which includes Local Government Reorganisation at Kings 
Somborne village hall on Monday 20th July 2026 at 5.30pm – Parish Councillors are 
welcome to attend. 

 
6. Borough and County Councillor Reports 

To receive Borough and County Cllr reports.  
 

Borough and County Cllrs were not present. County Cllr Drew sent a report which is 
published on the PC website. 
 
 

Borough and County Cllr reports are published and available to view on the website: 
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-
13622/borough--county-reports/ 

7. Planning 
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications: 
a) 26/01249/TREES - T1 Cherry - Remove deadwood in canopy, T2 Pyrus - reshape 

canopy by approximately 0.5m removing protruding sections, T3 & T4 Silver birch- 
reshape canopy by approximately 0.5m, T5 Pyrus- reshape canopy by 
approximately 0.5m, T6 Portuguese Laurel - reduce and reshape by up to 1m – 
Cherry Tree Cottage, Houghton - Resolved No Objection – Proposed Cllr Dougall, 
seconded Cllr Ellwood. 

b) Any other planning applications recently received – None. 
 
It was noted that the planning appeal for Home Spring has been dismissed. 
 

8. Finance 
a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the periods 1st May to 30th 

June 2026 - Resolved – Proposed Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall. 
b) To consider a grant request from Houghton Village Hall - £660.00 – Resolved – 

Proposed Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall. 
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c) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved – Proposed Cllr 
Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall. 

 
Payee     Amount   Payee          Amount 
Payroll/HMRC    £1197.40 Clerks/Office expenses  £73.12 
CCTV Call out fee   £150.00 
 

Closing bank balance as at 30th June 2026 - £77,017.79 
 

9. Play Area Inspection for 2026 
To review the inspection report and agree any action required. 
Cllr Young confirmed the Lengthsman has cut down the overgrown vegetation 
highlighted in the report. After reviewing the inspection report Cllrs agreed no further 
action was required at this time. 
 

10. Play Area Working Group 
a) To receive an update on the play area regeneration project – Cllr Broomfield 

updated that the working group has been meeting regularly. A questionnaire has 
been sent out to the community and some responses have been received. Two 
coffee mornings are planned, to be held July and September in The Boot. Cllrs 
have been to local play areas to view materials used. 

b) To review and approve Terms of Reference for the working group – Cllrs resolved 
to approve the draft Terms of Reference – Proposed Cllr Page, seconded Cllr 
Young. 

 
11. Updates 

a) To receive an update on Flooding/HCC – Cllr Young thought the silt ditch was in 
need of clearing and will let Cllr Drew know. 

b) To receive an update on Pan Parish River Pollution Forum (PPRP) – Cllr Dougall 
updated that Southern Water (SW) have installed 14 monitors and there should be 
extra funding available for a total of 19/20 monitors. The PPRP will be able to 
access data.  PPRP are still waiting for Houghton Fishing Club to agree to 
contribute funding towards the calibration tool.  

c) To receive an update from the CCTV Working Group – Cllrs Broomfield and Chant 
updated there have been several problems with the cameras over the last 18 
months and still some problems occurring since the meeting held with Absolute 
Security in January.  The working group will provide a further update to council in 
September including possible new equipment. 
 

12. Next Meeting 
Full Council Meeting – Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 19.00 – Venue All Saints 
Church, Houghton. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 20.17 

 


