
HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  

held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 19.00 
at Houghton Village Hall 

 

23/2025-26 
 

Present:  Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), A Dougall (Vice Chairman), P Chant,  
K Ellwood, P Page, J Broomfield. 
County Cllr D Drew. 
 
 

Members of the Public: 4 
Minutes:  Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk/RFO) 
 

The meeting started at 19.00 

Item Minute           

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation  
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and asked if there were any comments or 
questions from members of the public present. None. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received from Parish Cllr Coombes and 
Borough Cllr Johnston. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda. – None. 

4. To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meetings held on: 
a) 13th January 2026 – Full Council Meeting – Resolved – Proposed Cllr Ellwood, 

seconded Cllr Dougall. 
 

5. Borough and County Councillor Reports   
To receive Borough and County Cllr reports. 
County Cllr Drew’s report included: 
Hampshire Youth Parliament launches new term. 
HCC Council Tax increase is 4.99% 
HCC publish Biodiversity Report 
Report on alcohol harm and the support available 
Fine related to fly tipping investigation 
TVBC have been nominated for Andover Health Hub 
 
Cllrs commented there were still no notifications on road closures – Cllr Drew 
suggested using one.network website for notifications of roadworks in Hampshire. 
 
Borough and County Cllr reports are published and available to view on the website: 
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-
13622/borough--county-reports/ 

6. Planning 
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications: 
a) 26/00205/TREES - T1 - Prunus – Fell – Church Lane Cottage, Church Lane, 

Houghton. Application already DECIDED 
b) 26/00207/TREES - T1 - Willow - Reduce by up to 3m back to old reduction points – 

Millbank, Horsebridge Road, Houghton. Application already DECIDED 
c) 26/00246/TREES - G1 - Conifers - Fell, G2 - Hornbeams – Fell – The Manor House, 

Church Lane, Houghton – Resolved to Support with the comment that the Parish 
Council would like to see the hornbeams replaced 2 for 1 with native deciduous 
trees – Proposed Cllr Dougall, seconded Cllr Broomfield. 

d) 26/00351/AGNS - Application to determine if prior approval is required for an 
agricultural building for machinery storage – Bossington Estate, Horsebridge Road, 
Broughton – Resolved to Support, the Parish Council also resolved that prior 
approval is required – Proposed Cllr Page, seconded Cllr Broomfield. 

e) Any other planning applications recently received – None. 
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Planning queries on several properties in the village were raised and actions agreed: 
 

 A resident asked about any update on the Houghton House application for 9 
dwellings – it was confirmed that no further information has been received by 
the Parish Council as yet. 
 

 A resident asked if planning permission was required at Meadow View – it was 
noted that as the property is within the conservation area then planning 
permission would be needed – Cllr Young agreed to contact the owners to see 
if written confirmation has been received from Test Valley Borough Council 
regarding permitted development.  

  
 21/02649/FULLS - Merlins – Cllrs discussed and agreed to email Simon Finch 

at TVBC to ask if a site inspection had been carried out relating to the planning 
conditions for a screening hedge. 

 
 Demolition of the roadside wall at Hunters Cottage – Cllrs discussed and 

agreed to write to Simon Finch at TVBC questioning the criteria regarding no 
initial application and no response to HPC objection to application 
25/02311/LBWS. 

 
 Demolition of a building at Home Spring, North Houghton – Cllrs discussed and 

agreed to send an email to Andy Ferriers, CEO of TVBC to ask when the 
enforcement for the demolition will take place. 

 
7. Updates and Review 

a) To receive an update on the Play Area Refurbishment Project and agree a way 
forward – It was noted that full funding had not been able to be secured for the 
awarded contract from Kompan and after taking advice from Hampshire 
Association of Local Councils (HALC), Cllrs discussed which of 4 options were best 
for a way forward for the play area.  The 4 options are: 
i) to continue with the current play equipment and repair/replace items as 

necessary; 
ii) to continue to try and raise the funds needed for the Kompan contract; 
iii) to plan a replacement of equipment, like for like, and raise funds over several 

years; 
iv) to start the tender process again, with a lower budget amount and readvertise 

the tender; 
Cllrs resolved to accept option (iv) to start the tender process again – Proposed 
Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall.  

b) To receive an update from the CCTV working group – A meeting was arranged with 
Absolute Security (AS) to confirm what could be done to improve the operation of 
the cameras. AS have agreed to provide a dongle for each camera to provide 
better connectivity, the working group will have access as well as AS – the 
maintenance visit will be carried out in March – Cllrs agreed that the invoice for the 
maintenance visit could now be settled.  

c) To receive an update on the Pan Parish Planning Forum (PPPF) – The constitution 
for the forum has been approved. There is no date as yet for another consultation 
on Schedule 18 of the Local Plan. 

d) To receive an update on the Pan Parish River Pollution (PPRPF) update and to 
consider a funding request, if required – A meeting was held on 10th February – 
Southern Water (SW) have confirmed the installation of monitors is starting. The 
PPRPF will have access to the data collected. 

e) To receive an update on Flooding/HCC – Cllr Broomfield confirmed he had 
contacted Southern Water and the management company for the routing plans and 
risk assessments for the tankers which are currently passing through the village. 

Cllr Broomfield also stated that Hampshire County Council (HCC) have confirmed that 
a tender for the replacement of Sheepbridge has gone out and the replacement bridge 
should be completed by the end of the year. 
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8. Finance 
a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the period 1st January to 28th 

February 2026 - Resolved – Proposed Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall.  
b) To review and approve annual honorariums for CCTV camera hosts – Cllrs 

resolved an honorarium of £65.00 per household for 2026 – Proposed Cllr Page, 
seconded Cllr Broomfield. 

c) To consider Clerk end of year and officer update training course – cost £53.50 – 
Resolved – Proposed Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall. 

d) To approve the following Schedule of Payments – Resolved – Proposed Cllr 
Ellwood, seconded Cllr Broomfield. 
Payee     Amount   Payee          Amount 
Payroll/HMRC    £1141.26 Clerks/Office expenses  £75.76 
Absolute Security CCTV Maint £540.24   Sub Arb Tree Works  £360.00 
HALC End of Year Training  £64.20   CCTV Honorariums   £195.00 
 

Closing bank balance as at 28th February 2026 - £71,515.51 
 
It was resolved the CCTV Working group could authorise a callout fee with 
Absolute Security (up to £250.00) to maintain operation of the system, if required 
between PC meetings – Proposed Cllr Ellwood, seconded Cllr Dougall. 
 

9. Next Meetings 
a) To agree a date and arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly. It was agreed 

to hold the Parish Assembly on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 18.30 at Houghton 
Village Hall – Cllrs agreed the amount of up to £60.00 for refreshments to be 
provided – Proposed Cllr Dougall, seconded Cllr Page. 

b) Annual Council Meeting – Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 19.00 at Houghton Village Hall. 
 

 

Meeting closed at 20.50 

 

 

 

These minutes were approved and signed at the meeting held on 5th May 2026 


