Present:

HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 20t May 2025 at 19.00
at Houghton Village Hall

Parish Councillors: A Young (Chairman), A Dougall, P Chant, J Broomfield,
J Coombes.
County Clir D Drew, Borough Clir A Johnston.

Members of the Public: 8
Minutes: Mrs C L Cotterell (Parish Clerk)

The meeting started at 19.00

Item Minute

1.

Election of Chairman - Clir Dougall proposed Clir Young, seconded by Clir Broomfield
- Resolved - ClIr Young signed his declaration of acceptance of office.

Election of Vice Chairman - Clir Young proposed ClIr Dougall, seconded by Clir
Broomfield - Resolved.

Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation
The Chairman welcomed all and updated the meeting:
e A development of 100 houses is proposed in Stockbridge, there may be a pan
parish group set up.
¢ Lengthsman agreement has been renewed.
e Annual tree inspection will be carried soon.

To note Councillor resignation - Llyn Adams has recently resigned, Cllrs praised
her hard work for the community including with the NDP and agreed she is much
missed.

Apologies for Absence - None

Declarations of Interest
To declare an interest in any items of business on this agenda - None

Annual confirmation of Declaration of Pecuniary Interest forms
Clirs to declare any changes to their DPI forms - All Clirs confirmed there are no
changes.

To agree the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 4t March 2025
Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Coombes.

Borough and County Councillor Reports
To receive Borough and County CllIr reports.
Borough ClIr Johnston thanked Clirs for their personal support while she has been off
line.
Her report has been circulated and includes:
e Local government reorganisation — options for boundary changes expected by
September.
e Housing target for Test Valley increased by 78%.
e Food waste kerbside collections start on 13t October.
e ClIr Johnston thanked Clir Dougall for his work with the pan parish River
Pollution group.

County Clir Drew’s report has been circulated and includes:
e A £50.5m materials recovery scheme is planned for 2027.
e An anaerobic digester plant nr Andover is planned which will be connected to
the grid.
e Primary school place offers are confirmed

Borough and County Clir reports are published on the website:
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-13622/borough--

county-reports/

1/2025-26


https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-13622/borough--county-reports/
https://www.houghton-pc.gov.uk/community/houghton-parish-council-13622/borough--county-reports/

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 20t May 2025 at 19.00
at Houghton Village Hall

Planning
To propose a response to be submitted to TVBC in relation to planning applications:

a) 25/00737/FULLS - Air source heat pump to the north of the hall and new solar
panels - Village Hall Stevens Drove Houghton - Resolved to Support - Proposed
Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Coombes.

b) 25/00810/FULLS - Replace Conservatory with single storey extension - Cherry Tree
Cottage Houghton - Resolved to Support — Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded ClIr
Chant.

c) 25/01033/FULLS - Installation of 8 single element antennas forming loop array,
ground equipment and associated works - Eveley Farm Stevens Drove Houghton -
Resolved No Objection - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Cllr Coombes.

d) Any other planning applications recently received - 25/01120TREES - Resolved
No Objection - Proposed Cllr Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

Insurance

To review the quotations received for insurance cover - due 15t June 2025:

Clear Councils - £762.58 Zurich - £570.00 - CliIrs resolved to accept the quotation
from Zurich at £570.00 and agreed there was a possibility of having to rearrange
additional or new cover when the new play area is completed - Proposed Clir
Broomfield, seconded ClIr Dougall.

Play Area Inspection

To review the inspection report and agree any actions required. Cllrs reviewed the
report and agreed that the Lengthsman will be asked to clear overgrown vegetation
and the Clerk will contact Sutcliffe Play to quote for the minor repairs and replacement
parts.

Finance

a) To propose acceptance of the financial statements for the periods 15t to 315t March
and 1st to 30t April 2025 - Resolved - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir
Coombes.

b) To approve the Annual Statement of Accounts for 2024/25 - Resolved - Proposed
Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

c) To approve the following Schedule of Payments - Resolved - Proposed Clir
Dougall, seconded Cllr Coombes.

Payee Amount Payee Amount
Payroll/HMRC £ Parish Assembly expenses £51.00

HCC Street Lighting £42.79 Playsafety inspection £115.00
Clerks/Office expenses £75.76 Insurance £570.00

Closing bank balance as at 30 April 2025 - £74,932.85

Internal Audit Report 2024/25
To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report and agree any actions required.
The Internal Auditors report was received and agreed that actions have been resolved.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024 /25

a) To approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 - Resolved to approve
- Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.

b) To approve the Accounting Statements for 2024/25 - Resolved to approve -
Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Coombes.

c) To approve the Certificate of Exemption for 2024/25 - Resolved to approve -
Proposed ClIr Broomfield, seconded Clir Dougall.

d) To agree the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights — Tuesday 3rd
June - Monday 14t July 2025 - Agreed.
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HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 20t May 2025 at 19.00
at Houghton Village Hall

Updates

a)

b)

To receive an update on Flooding/HCC - After discussion it was agreed that Clir
Broomfield will contact David Drew regarding ditch clearance and parish asset
maps. ClIr Young will contact Jonathan Bambridge at HCC for drain/gulley
clearance.

To receive an update on Pan Parish Group - Cllr Dougall updated that there was a
meeting held on 29/4/25, there will be a report in the village news. It is hoped that
the 15 monitors funded by Southern Water will be installed by the end of summer.
Access to data will be available. Environment Agency has a monitor next to the
Houghton one. Evidence has been submitted to the Independent Water
Commission. The Houghton monitor is due to have an annual service.

Council policies, documents and meeting dates:

a)

b)

To be reviewed, amended, if required and adopt:

Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Internal Control Procedures, Risk
Assessments and Management Schedule, Members’ Code of Conduct, Register of
Assets, Recording, Photography & use of social media, Freedom of Information and
Data Protection Legislation, Employment Policies, Complaints Procedure, Media
Policy and Grant Awarding Policy — All policies were reviewed and resolved to be
adopted with no amendments - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded Clir Broomfield.
To review expenditure under the General Power of Competence in 2024/25 -
£52.61 - Noted.

To agree a Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2025/26 — Agreed - 1 July, 9 September,

4 November 2025, 13 January, 3 March, 12 May 2026.

Councillor Co-option

To review and approve co-option of candidate to fill a vacancy - Clirs resolved to co-
opt Kirsten Ellwood to fill a vacancy - Kirsten was not present and will sign her
declaration of acceptance of office at a later date - Proposed Clir Dougall, seconded
Clir Chant - all agreed.

Next Meeting
Full Council Meeting — Tuesday 15t July 2025 at 19.00

Meeting closed at 19.51

These minutes were approved and signed at the meeting held on 15t July 2025
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